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Defining an End to Poverty 

Homelessness is often hidden in rural 

communities and rarely looks like it does in 

urban centres. A report released in March 

shared results from the 2018 Tri-Region 

Housing and Service Needs Estimate and 

provided our community with a snapshot of 

homelessness in our Tri-Region community.  

 

Read the full report on the Stony Plain 

FCSS website, www.stonyplainFCSS.com.  

 
Lived-Experience Perspectives 

Homelessness is an issue of injustice. 

People are homeless because of deep 

inequalities and oppressions in our society. 

For people with lived experience, these 

injustices and inequalities are clearly visible, 

while for those with privilege, they may be 

more difficult to perceive.1 

 
 

 

                                                

1
Nothing about us without us: Seven principles for leadership 

& inclusion of people with lived experience of homelessness 
https://ighhub.org/NothingAboutUsWithoutUs 

 

 

Address Issues of Those Most 
At Risk 

Stony Plain FCSS has partnered with the 

Canada Revenue Agency once again to 

host the Community Volunteer Income Tax 

Program (CVITP). The program helps 

taxpayers who have a modest income with 

free income tax service.  

Goodwill Industries of Alberta increased 

their client base in our area with their Path to 

Employment program this January. Their 

program assists residents with disabilities to 

obtain employment and volunteer work in 

our community through focusing on skill 

building, customizing work opportunities, 

and job coaching. Housing and 

transportation continue to be the largest 

barriers to employment for their clients. 

 

 
Food Security 

WECAN food basket 

program connects those 

on limited or fixed 

income with healthy food at a low cost.  

For $25, residents receive a food box with 

three fruits, three vegetables and two to 

three meats. This program is for any 

resident who just needs a little extra help – 

there’s no fixed criteria. The baskets are 

picked up on the third week of the month to 

help replenish one’s refrigerator when food 

supplies and funds are in short supply. Sign 

up at the Aboriginal Parent Link Centre, 

5600 50th Street (780-963-8749).  

Ensure that your organization’s 
communications, fundraising, 
research, and programs do not 
reinforce the misconceptions that 
homelessness is caused by 
individual problems, or can be 
solved by charity. 

Native Counselling Services of 

Alberta offered free spring break 

activities including free lunch and 

haircuts for local kids.  

http://www.bit.ly/2XSy44d
http://www.stonyplainfcss.com/


Contact us for more details.  
Let us know of new initiatives. 
Share with us your ideas. 

 

Sharida Csillag,  
 Community Development Coordinator 

 s.csillag@stonyplain.com 
 780-963-8023 
 
Family and Community Support Services, 
Forest Green Plaza 
#107, 4613-52 Avenue, Stony Plain, AB 

www.stonyplain.com/fcss 

Hand Claps = awesome actions. 

Hand Ups = calls to action. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lifelong Learning 

The Tri-Community Adult Learning and 

Literacy Association (TriCALA) hosted a 

Family Fun on the Farm literacy event for 

132 residents.  

TriCALA shared results from the 

International Adult Literacy Skills Survey 

which found that 22% of Canadians are not 

able to deal with most of the written material 

they encounter in daily life.  

“The Canadian economy could enjoy a $32-

billion boost if literacy rates were improved 

by only one per cent.”  
Craig Alexander, Deputy Chief Economist  

TD Bank Financial Group (2007) 

TriCALA offers classes in 

Adult Literacy skills, including 

English as a Second 

Language and basic 

computing skills.  

 

 

Access to Recreation, Social, 
and Community Opportunities 
for All 

Neighbours Meeting Neighbours winter 

community supper brought together over 

190 residents and volunteers to enjoy a 

meal sponsored by Bing’s Restaurant, Stony 

Plain Rotary Club, and Stony Plain Alliance 

Church. The event helped to connect 

neighbours and build community. 

 

 
Transportation 

The Town of Stony Plain HandiBus service 

is a door-to-door transportation service for 

Stony Plain Seniors (65+) and people with 

disabilities. In this quarter, 1045 rides were 

provided to residents.  

 

 

Awareness, Education and 
Advocacy 

In January, the Bell Let’s Talk campaign 

increased awareness and compassion for 

those suffering from mental illness. 

 

People with mental illness often live in 

chronic poverty. Poverty can also be a 

significant risk factor for one’s mental health. 

60 local child-care workers 

participated in First 5 training: 

Loose Parts, which highlighted the 

importance of childhood 

development.  

The Stony Plain Lions Club made 

their final payment of support for 

the Town of Stony Plain HandiVan, 

an extension to the HandiBus 

program.  

Over 160 positive messages were 

captured in thought bubbles to 

support healthy mental health in our 

community.  

mailto:s.csillag@stonyplain.com
http://www.stonyplain.com/fcss

