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Introduction 
 
The Town of Stony Plain is dedicated to 
preserving and supporting all spheres of society.  
As a pioneering group in the realm of 
sustainability, Stony Plain endeavors to be a 
strong and vibrant community, where we 
respect our heritage, embrace the present and 
are excited about the future. 1   
 
To achieve this vision, the Town produced the 
2005-2007 Strategic Plan, which set forth an 
overarching framework consisting of 8 Core 
Strategies, complete with strategic action items, 
activities, and timelines.   
 
Many progressive initiatives and endeavors 
have facilitated achieving these targets.  These include the Municipal Development Plan 
(2005), the Housing Strategy (in progress), the Community Satisfaction Survey (2003), 
the Land Use Bylaw Review Report (2006), the Exhibition Park Concept Plan (2004), 
and the Trail Master Plan (2005). 
 
Additionally, the Community Sustainability Planning Process was introduced in the 
Spring of 2006.  This presented a renewed focus on developing the community.  With 
this project, it was indicated that four key themes continued to emerge throughout the 
objectives the town set forth to achieve.  These elements, defined as the Four Cogs of 
Sustainability, consist of: 
 

• Social Equity 
• Cultural Vitality 
• Economic Viability 
• Environmental Responsibility  

 
Environmental Stewardship Strategy 
 
Continuing in this effort to provide a holistic approach to development, the Town of 
Stony Plain is a community that fully supports environmental stewardship.  As global 
climate change, depletion of natural resources, irreversible habitat damage, and 
environmental degradation engulf the world today, the need for awareness and action 
concerning conservation is essential.   
 
In order to address the environmental responsibility component, Core Strategy 7 of the 
2005-2007 Strategic Plan aimes to deliver municipal services and programs in an 
environmentally responsible manner which clearly demonstrates that our physical 
                                                 
1 Town of Stony Plain Vision, 2005-2007 Strategic Plan 
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environment is a priority within our community.2  As a priority, the Town recognizes the 
importance of remaining proactive and innovative within its environmental sustainable 
actions.   
 
The strategic actions listed under the Environmental Stewardship section of the 2005-
2007 Strategic Plan include: 
 
 7.1 Develop recycling centre and regional transfer station 
 7.2 Continue with programs and policies that ensure quality of environment 

7.3 Town to investigate and implement the most environmentally friendly   
community and work practices 

7.4 Monitor Regional quality of environment and potential impacts on Town  
residents 

 7.5 Review all facilities and operations to ensure energy efficiencies 
 7.6 Develop an educational strategy on the benefits of environmental stewardship 
 7.7 Develop Environmental Stewardship Master Plan 
 7.8 Continue to enhance esthetics of community 
 

With many of these projects underway, the Town has shown its 
commitment to ecological responsibility and conservation.   
 
In order to achieve the goals set out in the 2005-2007 Strategic Plan, the 
Town of Stony Plain has developed this Environmental Stewardship 
Strategy.  The purpose of this Strategy is to systematize and steer the 
environmental priorities of the Town in a unified and lasting direction.  
This plan will build upon the actions already taken by Stony Plain, as well 
as propel the community forward as a leader in environmental 
responsibility.   
 
Moreover, this plan will facilitate the Environmental Responsibility Cog 
as per the new Community Sustainability Planning Process.  It will 

identify new strategic actions, directions, and recommendations, for environmental 
management.   
 
 

Ultimately, by thinking globally and acting locally, the town will endeavor to 
become a leader in all realms of sustainability. 

 

                                                 
2 Town of Stony Plain 2005-2007 Strategic Plan 
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Key Themes 
 
Environmental Stewardship encompasses many fields.  The Strategy will break down 
each Key Theme, as well as provide a detailed Strategic Action plan for the targets listed. 
 

The Key Themes are: 
 

1. Planning and Regulation 
2. Energy 
3. Air Quality 
4. Waste 
5. Transportation 
6. Water 
7. Procurement 
8. Education and Promotion 

 
Many of the Strategic Actions cross different Key Themes.  Therefore, this Strategy must 
be approached in a holistic and integrated manner. 
 
Moreover, utilizing regional cooperation is paramount for sound environmental 
sustainability.  Stony Plain’s close geographical proximity, as well as, inter-municipal 
relationship with the City of Spruce Grove and Parkland County enables strong 
partnerships and opportunities for the tri-municipal region.  Accordingly, there are also 
initiatives highlighted that are provincial, national, and international in scope.   
 
 

By working together on various initiatives, environmental stewardship will be 
enhanced globally, regionally, and locally. 
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Key Theme 1: Planning and Regulation 
 
The role a community takes regarding planning 
and regulation will determine the success of 
environmental conservation.  Sustainable 
development facilitates environmental 
responsibility, and by re-evaluating the current 
philosophy and practices of planning, the Town 
can proactively progress into the future. 
 
The Target areas that fall under Key Theme 1 
include: 
 
1.1  Building Retrofits 

 
Retrofitting existing buildings is extremely important for environmental sustainability.  
According to the Federation of Canadian Municipalities,3 a building retrofit program can: 

 
1. Significantly reduce utility costs, recouping the cost of the program itself within a 

few years; 
2. Cut system repair and maintenance costs; 
3. Improve occupant well-being and reduce occupant complaints; 
4. Increase overall energy efficiency; 
5. Reduce the risk of costly emergency repairs; 
6. Generate up to 20 local jobs for every $1 million invested; and 
7. Enhance safety and productivity in work and community spaces. 

 
Stony Plain has already enhanced its infrastructure with energy efficient practices. 
 
Town Office 
 
The new Town Office, built in 2003, was 
a progressive development in energy 
efficiency.  Some of the elements consist 
of: 
 
Architecture

• A comprehensive air barrier 
membrane was installed at the 
exterior face of the exterior 
sheathing behind the insulation/synthetic stucco system. 

                                                 
3 “Municipal Building Retrofit Guide” Federation of Canadian Municipalities.  Ottawa, Ont. 2006.  
<http://www.sustainablecommunities.fcm.ca/Capacity_Building/Energy/Municipal_Building_Retrofit_Gui
de/> 
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• A complete and unbroken wrap of insulation is provided around the exterior 
building envelope.  

• Many windows are utilized to maximize the use of natural daylight. Each office 
has a minimum of two windows and all office doors are glass to further enhance 
the penetration of natural light into all areas of the building. 

• High performance fiber glass windows with high performance glazing are used.  
The U value of the complete window unit is 1.65 W/m2 and the solar heat gain 
co-efficient is 0.29. 

Mechanical 
• By using an innovative ground-water cooling system, the building design takes 

full advantage of the benefits offered by the site.  Cool ground-water, extracted 
from the local aquifer, is run through a heat exchanger and returned to the same 
geological formation taking excess building heat with it.  The temperature of the 
ground water is temporarily altered by a few degrees, but is not consumed or 
contaminated.  The operating cost of this system is only a fraction of a 
conventional cooling design and does not require the use of ozone depleting 
refrigerants. 

• All air being exhausted or relieved from the building is collected in the 
mechanical room and passed through a heat recovery wheel before being 
expelled.   

• The high quality building envelope eliminated the need for perimeter radiation 
heating.  Instead, fan coil units provide space heating and cooling, thus improving 
temperature control, ventilation effectiveness, and occupant comfort.  

• Touch-free lavatory faucets and urinal flush-valves conserve water and improve 
hygiene conditions for building occupants. 

Electrical 
• Occupancy sensors are used to control the lighting in virtually all areas. 
• Indirect lighting is used in many areas to provide more efficient and even lighting. 
• Photocells are utilized on the exterior lighting. 
• Energy efficient lighting fixtures are used. 

 
 
Fire Hall 

 
The new Fire Hall, built in 2006, is also 
environmentally sustainable with a projected 
pay back period of 7.5 years. 
 
The 12,800 square foot 8 bay fire hall was, from 
the outset, constructed as an energy-efficient 
design.   
 
The main innovation is the synthesis of several 
energy-efficient components in the overall 
building design.  
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Energy-efficient features of the design are: 
 

• An envelope (walls, windows, roof) with overall heat loss coefficient 25% below 
the reference case, despite overhead doors that account for 35% overall heat loss  

• Combination of radiant slab with condensing boilers for apparatus bay heating  
• Heat recovery system for outside air supply to staff areas – heat is transferred 

from the outgoing air stream to the incoming air stream. 
• Variable refrigerant flow system for staff area cooling  
• Motion sensors for automatic lighting control in most spaces. 

 
Seeing as Municipal buildings account for an average of 48% of the GHG emissions 
generated by municipalities,4 creating a town philosophy regarding building retrofits is 
imperative to environmental sustainability. 
 

1.2  Design Standards  
 

Design Standards are essential for a municipality to 
maintain control over development.  It is also 
important to actively encourage developers to use 
more sustainable construction methods and 
practices.  The way in which developments are 
regulated, planned, built, and the way in which 
resources are used to accomplish this, determines 
whether or not they are sustainable.5

 
Nevertheless, this endeavor can not be achieved 
without enhanced cooperation among various 
stakeholders.  These stakeholders involve 
developers, residents, business owners, municipal 
groups, and various other organizations.  This enhanced cooperation has commenced 
with the Community Sustainability Conference held in July 2006, as well as the follow 
up Conference in January 2007, which had numerous community stakeholders attend a 
presentation by Dr. Avi Friedman.  This process will continue throughout the Community 

Sustainability Planning Process. 
 
Moreover, incentives and goals need to be 
created for members of the community to 
comply with, as well as initiate the 
incorporation of these designs. 
 
Accordingly, by thinking globally and acting 
locally, the town will be proactive in attracting 

                                                 
4 “Quick Action Guide: Municipal Action on Climate Protection” Partners for Climate Protection 
orientation package 
5 “Climate Change Strategy” Woking Borough Council.  Woking Borough Council, Surrey, Engalnd.  
Updated June 2005. 
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industrial, commercial, and residential development that is environmentally sustainable. 
 
The Town’s Community Sustainability Planning Process incorporates municipal planning 
that is innovative and sustainable.  Stony Plain will be people focused, will be 
progressive; and will maintain its vision for the future.  

 
1.3  Sustainable Natural Features 
 
Sustaining the natural features around town 
is also imperative to environmental 
stewardship. 
 
The Town’s current Trail Master Plan will 
be used in conjunction with the Community 
Sustainability Planning Process to ensure 
connectivity throughout the community.   
 
Moreover, parks and open spaces will be 
enhanced and supported through such 
endeavors as the Commemorative Bench 
Program. 
 
Furthermore, the entrance into Stony Plain is paramount for communicating to visitors 
what Stony Plain has to offer.  This will also be addressed in the Community 
Sustainability Planning Process. 
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Key Theme 1: Planning and Regulation 
 STRATEGIC ACTIONS 

 
Strategic 
Target 

Description Action/Progress Timescale

• Develop Green 
Building Guidelines for 
all present and future 
buildings 

2007-2012 1.1 Building 
Retrofits 

• Some buildings are not 
energy efficient or 
environmentally 
sustainable.  As new 
technology comes 
available, existing 
infrastructure can align 
itself with this 
endeavor 

• Create a building 
retrofit program that 
complies with LEED 
Standards.  Assistance 
on creating this 
program can come 
from FCM as Stony 
Plain is a member of 
the Partners for 
Climate Protection 

2007-2012 

 
• Actively encourage 

developers to use 
more sustainable 
methods, material, 
and practices through 
designing standards 
for residential, 
commercial, and 
industrial 
developments 

• Create an 
Environmental 
Screening Process by 
which all new 
developments will 
comply with 

• Continue MDP 
practices in orienting 
streets east/west to get 
optimal sun exposure 

2008-
ongoing 

• Produce a Climate 
Neutral Practice6 to 
promote voluntary co-
operation between 
parties involved in the 
local development 
process, to work 
towards achieving a 
reduction in C02 

equivalent emissions 

2007-2010 

1.2 Design  
Standards 

• Enhance cooperation 
among various 
stakeholders 

• Introduce local award 
schemes to recognize 

2007-2010 

                                                 
6 New buildings and infrastructure that have a neutral effect on the causes of climate change and which are 
at neutral risk from the climate 
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developments that 
incorporate features 
that contribute to 
ecological 
sustainability  

• Design communities 
that are less car 
focused and more 
people focused.   

• Locate new 
development near to 
public places 

• To be included in 
Downtown 
Redevelopment Plan  

• To be included in Trail 
Master Plan 

• To be included in 
Transportation Plan 

Ongoing 

    
• Implement the Trail 

Master Plan  
• Implement the 

Commemorative Bench 
Policy 

2007-2012  

• Proper Landscaping 
around Hwy16A 
Corridor  

• To be included in 
Downtown 
Redevelopment Plan 

• Regional 
Cooperation: 

• Initiate Tri-Regional 
standards for Hwy16A 
with the City of Spruce 
Grove and Parkland 
County 

2010-2012 

1.3 Sustainable  
Natural Features 

• Greater Protection of 
Significant Features 
and Trails Systems 

• Maintain and enhance 
parks and open spaces 

Ongoing 
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Key Theme 2: Energy 
 
Proper energy management is paramount for environmental sustainability.  Energy 
consumption and use will affect many other key themes.  By increasing energy 
efficiency, through using alternative energy 
sources or implementing effective practices, 
the Town will promote sustainable 
development.  This benefits public services, 
alleviates fuel poverty (when a household 
finds it too expensive to heat their home), as 
well as reduces economic strain placed on 
high energy costs. 
 
Moreover, wasted energy or poorly 
managed energy provision, particularly 
through heating, can result in high C02 
equivalent emissions being produced, loss of money, and damage to the environment.7  
As up to half of Canada’s GHG emissions (350 tonnes) are under the direct or indirect 
control or influence of municipal governments,8 Canadian municipalities must take a 
leading role in preserving our natural environment, as well as the health of its citizens. 
 
Understanding energy consumption and production is essential to understanding 
sustainable development.   
 
The Target areas that fall under Key Theme 2 include: 
 
2.1 Energy Assessment 
 
Energy assessments and audits reveal how facilities can function more cost-effectively 
and they identify practical energy management options. 
 
In 2004, Canada drew 83% of its energy needs from non-renewable resources: 39% from 
natural gas, 32% from crude oil, and 12% from oil.9  Stony Plain hopes to address these 
issues and assess its energy consumption.  This target is essential, as solutions can only 
be implemented once problems are framed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
7“Climate Change Strategy” Woking Borough Council.  Woking Borough Council, Surrey, Engalnd.  
Updated June 2005.  
8 Partners for Climate Protection 
9 “Community Energy Planning.”  Natural Resources Canada.  Volume 1 – Introduction.   
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2.2 Alternative Energy Sources 
 
Finding alternative energy sources is the next step once an energy assessment has been 
completed. 

 
With the rise in innovation and technology, 
new forms of energy are being shaped and 
molded everyday.  These include such sources, 
but are not limited to:  

1. Geothermal heating and cooling;  
2. District energy centers that facilitate the 

energy needs for numerous buildings;  
3. Biofuel/Biomass; 
4. Cogeneration; 
5. Wind; 
6. Solar; 
7. Water; and 
8. Hydrogen fuel cells; 

 
 
It is important that the Town research viable alternative energy sources, and hence, 
commence with the implementation of these new technologies.  The Town Office and 
Fire Hall are examples of these technologies working. 
 
Other municipalities across the province have become innovators in this area as well. 
 
Stratchcona County  
 
Essentially, Strathcona County has emphasized a triple bottom line in which community, 
economic, and environmental sustainability operate in a continuous feedback loop.  This 
is similar to the Town’s four Cogs outlined in the Community Sustainability Planning 
Process. 
 
In 2003, Strathcona County fashioned a Community Sustainability Plan that would 
address this triple bottom line.  Under the environmental sphere, core initiatives 
concentrated on reducing greenhouse gasses, utilizing rainwater, enforcing building 
retrofits, and the like.  Through this concept, the County thus began working towards a 
Community Energy System that would facilitate heating requirements for numerous 
municipal, commercial, industrial, and residential buildings.   
 
Furthermore, the County also began researching modifying the Fleet Services and 
introducing Solar Panel and Hybrid vehicles. 
 
As Stony Plain continues to endeavor in sustainable practices, environmental stewardship 
remains a high priority.  Strathcona County proves to be a valuable resource in 
understanding progressive technology that will sustain the environment. 
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Town of Okotoks10

The Town of Okotoks has also become a leader in Environmental Stewardship.  It was 
one of the first municipalities in the world to establish growth targets linked to 
infrastructure development and environmental carrying capacity when it adopted a 
Municipal Development Plan in September 1998.   

Essentially, in 1998, Okotoks determined its carrying capacity (ability to draw water, 
infuse treated effluent based on provincial regulations) from the Sheep River, to 
approximately accommodate 30,000 people.  A municipal boundary was set up to make 
sure that this number would be the town population limit.  The Town also articulated four 
pillars for a sustainable Okotoks: 

1. Environmental Stewardship 
2. Economic Opportunity 
3. Social Conscience 
4. Fiscal Responsibility 

Moreover, Okotoks has taken progressive 
action with the Drake Landing Solar 
Community.  The Drake Landing Solar 
Community (DLSC) is a master planned 
neighborhood in the Town of Okotoks, 
which has successfully integrated Canadian 
energy efficient technologies with a 
renewable, unlimited energy source - the 
Sun. 

Solar energy is a natural alternative energy 
source in Alberta given the provinces high 

solar radiation capacity. The solar energy that falls on Alberta every day equals the 
energy available from all other non-renewable fossil fuels (coal, oil, oil sands and natural 
gas) extracted in Alberta each year - which is significant given Alberta's status as 
Canada's largest provincial energy producer (131,800 m3 of synthetic crude oil per day, 
plus 105,000 m3 of oil per day, plus 142 billion m3 of natural gas. 

The first of its kind in North America, DLSC is heated by a district system designed to 
store abundant solar energy underground during the summer months and distribute the 
energy to each home for space heating needs during winter months. 

The system is unprecedented in the World, fulfilling ninety percent of each home’s space 
heating requirements from solar energy and resulting in less dependency on limited fossil 
fuels. 

                                                 
10 The information provided in this section is taken from the Town of Okotoks website: 
<http://www.okotoks.ca/sustainable/overview.asp> 
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2.3 Energy Consumption 
 
Community members can also be proactive in how energy is consumed.  However, many 
residents may not be familiar with such actions as: 
 

1. Controlling heating, air-conditioning, and hot water temperatures to reduce 
overall energy consumption through such measures as programmable thermostats; 

2. Turning off lights and small appliances, like radios, TVs, coffee pots and 
computers when not in use; 

3. Using compact fluorescent light bulbs, which last ten times longer and four times 
more efficient than regular incandescent bulbs; 

4. Using timers and/or sensors to limit power use on lights, vehicle block heaters, 
etc.; 

5. Having an Energy Audit done on homes to see how much money can be saved; 
and 

6. Considering upgrading old appliances like refrigerators and furnaces to energy-
efficient ones. 

 
These are only a few examples how individuals can save on energy costs and 
consumption.  Stony Plain will be committed to informing the public and endeavors such 
as these. 
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Key Theme 2: Energy 
 STRATEGIC ACTIONS 

 
Strategic 
Target 

Description Action/Progress Timescale 

2.1 Energy 
Assessment 

• Assessments offer 
cost effective 
recommendations and 
solutions to improve 
facilities overall 
energy efficiency and 
environmental 
footprint 

• Complete an Energy 
Audit on Town 
Facilities 

2007-2010  

 
• District Energy  
• Bioenergy 
• Cogeneration 
• Geothermal 
• Wind 
• Solar 
• Water 
• Hydrogen Fuel Cells 

Ongoing • Research viable 
alternative Energy 
sources and an 
implementation plan 

• Develop a model 
demonstration 
community utilizing 
alternative energy 
solutions 

2008-2012 

2.2 Alternative 
Energy Sources 

• Light Efficiency • Change traffic lights 
to light-emitting 
diode (LED) fixtures 

• Change streetlights 
with more efficient 
bulbs 

• Change lighting in 
public buildings to 
be on sensor 

2008-2015  

 
2.3 Energy 
Consumption 

• Reduce Energy 
Consumption through 
effective practices 

• Create a community 
information 
brochure outlining 
effective energy uses 

2007-2010 
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Key Theme 3: Air Quality 
 
Air Quality is directly linked to energy 
consumption.  Air Quality includes reduction of 
GHG emissions, knowledge of air pollution 
sources, and improving human health in public 
places.  Local governments have an important role 
to play in reducing air pollution and maintaining 
the quality of the air we breathe. 
 
 
 

 
The Target areas under Key Theme 3 include: 
 
3.1 Reducing GHG Emissions 
 
Natural greenhouse gases are part of the Earth’s ecology.  As seen in the diagram below, 
greenhouse gases trap heat from the sun.  This is essential to preserve and warm the 
planet.   
 
 
 

Image Copyright of  Metrological Service of Canada :   <http://www.msc.ec.gc.ca 
/education/scienceofclimatechange/understanding/greenhouse_gases/images/fig1_e.html> 
 
Nevertheless, if this factor is exponentially inflated, the planet begins to heat at an 
alarming rate.  
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Greenhouse gases include Carbon Dioxide, Methane, Nitrous Oxide, hydrofluorocarbons 
(HFCs, a CFC substitute), perfluorocarbons (PFCs) and sulfur hexafluoride (SF6).   
 
According to Environment Canada: 

• Sources of CO2 are fossil-fuel combustion (including both stationary and mobile 
sources), deforestation, land use, soil oxidation, and industrial processes. 

• Excess global methane emissions resulting from human activities, are considered 
to have caused an increase of about 145% in atmospheric concentrations since the 
mid-1700s. This is primarily the result of activities such as livestock and rice 
cultivation, biomass burning, natural gas delivery systems, landfills and coal 
mining.  

• At present, it has been estimated that approximately one third of global 
atmospheric nitrous oxide is of human origin, resulting primarily from the 
application of nitrogenous fertilizers and the combustion of fossil fuels and 
wood.11 

 
Moreover, while Canada’s contribution is around 2% of global GHG emissions, it is one 
of the highest per capita emitters due to the resource based economy, climate, and size.12  
Environment Canada has also inventoried Canada’s GHG emissions in the depicted 
diagram below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Image Copyright Environment Canada: 
<http://www.ec.gc.ca/pdb/ghg/inventory_report/2003_report/sum_e.cfm> 
 
 

                                                 
11 http://www.ec.gc.ca/pdb/ghg/about/gases_e.cfm 
12 http://www.ec.gc.ca/pdb/ghg/about/gases_e.cfm 
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Municipalities need to consider climate change for a number of reasons13: 
 

1. Built systems are likely to endure greater exposure to extreme events in the future, 
resulting in increased demand for maintenance and upgrades.  Municipalities need 
infrastructure that can withstand future climate conditions to ensure it is 
dependable and maintain safety. 

2. Natural systems are expected to adapt to shorter winters and earlier springs, which 
will alter ecosystems and species’ lifecycles.  Increased risk of pests, diseases, 
and forest fires are likely to occur in warmer climates.  Rising urban temperatures 
and heat waves frequently cause smog and diminished air quality, both of which 
affect the health of plant and animal species. 

3. Human systems, such as welfare, social aid, and medical systems, are likely to be 
affected by climate change, especially in resource and tourist based communities, 
which have a strong link between climate and economic prosperity.  Demands on 
human systems are expected to increase in response to emergency management of 
extreme physical discomfort, life-threatening conditions, and stress-related illness. 

4. Municipal infrastructure needs to adapt to new climate risks to ensure safety and 
quality of life, as well as reduce long term costs. 

 
3.2 Pesticide Use 
 
Pesticides are carefully regulated in Canada through a program of pre-market scientific 
assessment, enforcement, education, and information dissemination that is shared among 

federal, provincial/territorial, and municipal 
governments.14

 
Municipal actions include creating bylaws that 
further enhance the regulations on the use of 
pesticides.  This can encompass such elements as 
when and where certain types of pesticides (usually 
lawn, turf, and garden products) may be used.15

 
The Town will continue to protect the environment 

by creating a Pesticide Use Bylaw. 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
13 “Adapting to Climate Change: An Introduction for Canadian Municipalities” Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities and the Canadian Climate Impact and Adaptation Research Network (C-CIARN).  February 
2006. 
14 “Fact Sheet on The Regulation of Pesticides in Canada.” Pest Management Regulatory Agency.  Health 
Canada.  March 2003.  <http://www.pestinfo.ca/documents/pestreg-e.pdf> 
15 “Fact Sheet on The Regulation of Pesticides in Canada.” Pest Management Regulatory Agency.  Health 
Canada.  March 2003.  <http://www.pestinfo.ca/documents/pestreg-e.pdf> 
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3.3 Improving Human Health in Public Places 
 
Moreover, there are many human behaviors that affect the quality of air in the Town of 
Stony Plain. 
 
Currently, the Town has an Open Burning Bylaw that regulates what can be burned in 
public places.  More initiatives such as this are necessary for maintaining air quality for 
both human health, as well as environmental sustainability.  Residents will be provided 
with information on burning issues both inside and outside. 
 
Moreover, Stony Plain will implement a Smoke-Free 
Bylaw that will prohibit smoking in workplaces and all 
indoor public places including: 
 

1. Drinking Establishments; 
2. Patios; 
3. Public Transportation Vehicles; 
4. Restaurants; 
5. Sidewalk Cafes; and 
6. Private Clubs; 

 
Smoking will be prohibited within 3 meters of an entrance 
or exit to public buildings and workplaces.  Business owners will be required to post and 
pay for signage at every entrance to their workplace or public building. 
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Key Theme 3: Air Quality  
 STRATEGIC ACTIONS 

 
 
Strategic 
Targets 

Description Action/Progress Timescale 

• Create a GHG 
Emissions 
Inventory and 
Forecast 

• National 
Cooperation: 

As a Partners for 
Climate Protection 
Participant (PCP), the 
Milestone Framework 
will provide the model 
for depicting a GHG 
Emissions Inventory 
and Forecast by 
collecting data on 
electricity and fossil 
fuel energy use; 
transportation, and the 
quantity and 
composition of waste  

• Regional 
Cooperation: 
Implement the same 
baseline year and 
inventory outline as 
Spruce Grove 

2007-2012 

• Set an 
Emissions 
Reduction 
Target  

• PCP Milestone 
framework will 
provide the model for 
depicting a GHG 
Emissions Inventory 
and Forecast.  
Emissions reduction 
targets are expressed 
as a percentage 
reduction below the 
quantity of emissions 
released in the baseline 
year 

2007-2012  

3.1 Reducing 
GHG Emissions 

• Develop a Local 
Action Plan 

• PCP Milestone 
Framework will 
provide the model for 
a Local Action Plan 

2007-2012 
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• Implement a 
Local Action 
Plan 

• PCP Milestone 
Framework will 
provide the model for 
implementing the 
Local Action Plan 
involving 
communication, 
financing and 
budgeting, timelines, 
and stakeholder 
engagement. 

2007-2012 

• Monitoring 
Progress and 
Reporting 
Results 

• PCP Milestone 
Framework will 
provide the model for 
monitoring progress 
and for applying to 
receive national 
recognition for the 
achievements through 
the FCM-CH2M HILL 
Sustainable 
Community Awards 
and the Voluntary 
Challenge and 
Registry. 

Ongoing 

3.2 Pesticide Use • Investigate 
Pesticide Use 

• The Town will create a 
Pesticide Use Bylaw 

2007-2012 

 
• The Town’s Burning 

Bylaw regulates what 
can be burned in 
outside pits 

Ongoing 

 
• The Town will provide 

residents with 
information on what 
can/should be burned 
both inside and outside 

2007-2010 

3.3 Improving 
Human Health in 
Public Places 

• Creating a 
healthy 
environment for 
residents 

2007-2012 • Creating a smoke-free 
environment through a 
bylaw restricting 
smoking in public 
places 
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Key Theme 4: Waste 
 
Waste is a growing problem throughout the world, 
and its appropriate disposal is a central part to 
environmental sustainability. 
 
The Target areas under Waste include: 
 
4.1 Recycling 
 
Stony Plain is committed to recycling and waste 
minimization.  On April 15th 2006, the Town initiated the Curbside Organic and Blue 
Bag Recycling program.  As of December 31st Stony Plan had diverted approximately 
43% of the Town's waste from the landfill.   

 
Other Facts: 
 
• On average, 20 metric tonnes of paper are recycled each month through the Town's 

Waste Management Program. One tonne of paper saves 19 trees. It is estimated that 
in one month, 380 trees are saved through our waste management program. 

• Recycling a tonne of glass: Saves 1,330 lbs of sand, 433 lbs of soda ash, 433 lbs of 
limestone, and 151 lbs of feldspar. It also reduces air pollution by 14–20%. 

 
Moreover, the Town also constructed the Stony Plain Rotary Recycling Centre, which 
consists of:  
 
) Blue Bag bin - this bin will take Containers, 
mixed paper, and boxboard. 
 
2) Organics bin - this bin will take Food, Yard, 
and Paper waste. 
 

Waste Type Metric Tonnes Collected Percentage of total waste
 
Total Organics  (curbside and 
recycling centre) 

 
848.59 metric tonnes 

 

 
25% 

  
Total Recycling (curbside and 
recycling centre) 

 
 606.64 metric tonnes 

 
18% 

   
Total Garbage  1910.51 metric tonnes 57% 
   
Total Waste  3,365.51 metric tonnes 100% 
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3) Corrugated Cardboard bin - this bin will take all corrugated cardboard. 
 
4) Newspaper bin - this bin is only for newspaper. 
 
Items not included on the Acceptable List, such as motor oil, scrap metal, electronics, etc. 
can be taken to the Parkland Waste Transfer Station located south of Highway 16A. 
 
4.2 Compost/Waste Reduction 
 
The upgrade of the Parkland Waste Transfer Station, in partnership with Parkland County 
improved the service delivery to residents.  The new facility features two vehicle scales, 
recycling, an eco-station, enclosed tipping, and paved surfaces. 
 
The Town is also endeavoring to build a Regional Compost Facility with the City of 
Spruce Grove.  Included in this initiative will be an agenda to investigate the integration 
of waste minimization strategies such as material reclamation facilities and anaerobic 
digestion and gasification technologies.  This facility will continue the efforts of having 
landfill diversion rates of 80% by the year 2015.   
 
Landfill diversion rates for compost are extremely important as the amount of landfill gas 
produced is dependent upon the amount of organic matter landfilled, and the rate at 
which the gas is generated is dependant on the distribution and the types of organic 
matter in the landfill.16  The first phase of this process typically begins after waste has 
been in a landfill for 10 to 50 days.  Although the majority of methane and carbon 
dioxide is generated within 20 years of landfilling, emissions can continue for 100 years 
or more.17 
 
4.3 Garbage Limitation 

 
Moreover, the Town also endeavors to be proactive in regards to waste minimization that 
cannot be included in the Blue Bag or Organicart Program.  Hence, the Town will 
investigate limits to the amount of waste collected at curb side pickup. 
 

                                                 
16 “Landfill Gas Capture and Combustion Quantification Protocol” Environment Canada.  Nov 2006. < 
http://www.ec.gc.ca/pdb/ghg/guidance/protocols/lfg_protocol_e.cfm> 
17 “Landfill Gas Capture and Combustion Quantification Protocol” Environment Canada.  Nov 2006. < 
http://www.ec.gc.ca/pdb/ghg/guidance/protocols/lfg_protocol_e.cfm> 
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Key Theme 4: Waste 
 STRATEGIC ACTIONS 

 
 

Strategic 
Target 

Description Action/Progress Timescale 

• The Town built the 
Stony Plain Rotary 
Recycling Centre in 
2006  

• Regional 
Cooperation 
The Town was a 
partner in the 
construction of the 
Waste Transfer 
Station with 
Parkland County  

Completed/ 
Ongoing 

• The Town 
implemented the 
Blue Bag Recycle 
and Organicart curb 
side pick up 

• The Town currently 
has a diversion rate 
of 43%, with a 
targeted 80% 
diversion rate by 
2015 

Completed/ 
Ongoing 

4.1 Recycling • Town will remain 
committed to 
recycling 

• The Town will 
investigate further 
recycling 
opportunities (such 
as electronic waste) 

Ongoing 

 
4.2 Compost and 
Waste Reduction 

• The Town will 
endeavor to build a 
Regional Compost 
Facility in 
conjunction with 
Spruce Grove 

• Regional 
Cooperation: 
In partnership with 
Spruce Grove, the 
Town will apply for  
funding of this 
project, as well as 
research other 
private or public 
partnerships 

2007-2015 
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• The Town will 
investigate the 
integration of waste 
minimization 
strategies, material 
reclamation 
facilities, anaerobic 
digestion and 
gasification 
technologies 

2007- 2015 
 

 
4.3 Garbage 
Limitation 

2009-2012 • The Town will 
investigate limits to 
the amount of 
waste collected at 
curb side pickup 

• This may be 
accomplished 
through such 
programs as, but not 
limited to, a tag 
purchase for bags, a 
bag limit, or a black 
bin concept 
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Key Theme 5: Transportation 
 
Emissions from vehicles account for a significant proportion of C02 equivalent gases, but 
new strategies and technologies will enable Stony Plain to tackle this issue and make 

transportation greener.18

 
The Target areas under transportation include: 
 
5.1 Reviewing Municipal Fleet Services 
 
Municipally owned vehicles account for an average 
of 15% of corporate greenhouse gas emissions19.  
Municipalities can achieve reductions in the fleet 
sector by including information on climate-friendly 
actions in driver instruction procedures and 
encouraging employees to use alternative 
transportation20. 
 
It is important to review the type of vehicles 
purchased, as well as reduce car dependant 
behavior.  Stony Plain can be a leader in this area 
with its Fleet Services, along with actions taken by 
municipal employees. 
 
Moreover, alternative fuels such as ethanol, biofuel, 

or natural gas can be used in existing engines with little or no modification.  Also, with 
the advent of technology in Hybrid or Solar Panel vehicles, Stony Plain can purchase 
town vehicles that not only use less fuel, but will ultimately save money. 
 
5.2 Reviewing Public Transportation 
 
Fundamentally, it is imperative that environmentally sustainable public transportation is 
available for the residents of Stony Plain.  The Town does provide some forms of 
transportation through the Handi-Bus service.  Nevertheless, public transportation can be 
increased through a busing system that is also linked regionally to surrounding 
communities.  
 
5.3 Providing a Pedestrian Friendly Environment 
 
Stony Plain also prides itself on its beautiful parks and trail systems.  Providing an 
adequate alternative to vehicles is paramount for any transportation endeavors.  Park 

                                                 
18 “Climate Change Strategy” Woking Borough Council.  Woking Borough Council, Surrey, Engalnd.  
Updated June 2005.  
19 Partners for Climate Protection 
20 Partners for Climate Protection 
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spaces, walk-able trails, good lighting, benches, and connectivity throughout the 
community, is essential. 
 
Stony Plain completed a Trails Master plan that analyzes these concepts.  Along with the 
Community Sustainability Planning Process, this initiative will be enhanced. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.4 Provide Adequate Parking for Vehicles 
 
Through the Community Sustainability Planning Process, the Town will ensure that there 
is a diversity of parking available behind homes, underground, and by other means.  
Neighborhoods, the Downtown, and other developments will be focused on enriching the 
community streetscapes. 
 
5.5 Promoting Alternative Transportation among Town Staff and Council 
 
Municipal staff also has an important role as leaders in the community.  Promoting 
carpooling, cycling, and walking among Town employees will further the commitment 
the community has to sustainable practices and healthy lifestyles. 
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Key Theme 5: Transportation 
 STRATEGIC ACTIONS 

 
Strategic 
Target 

Description Action/Progress Timescale 

• Low carbon vehicles 
will be purchased for 
the Municipal Fleet 
Services, including, but 
not limited, to Public 
Works, Municipal 
Enforcement Services, 
Handi- Bus service, and 
Town Vehicles 

2010-2020 
Ongoing 

2007-2010 • Promotional campaign 
to Town Employees to 
encourage the provision 
of alternative fuel 
operated vehicles 

2010-2012 • Revising the 
Council/Staff Travel 
Plan with a view that  
all leased/rental 
vehicles used on Town 
business will be low 
carbon vehicles by 
2010 when a variety of 
such vehicles should be 
available and 
incorporating this as 
best practice 

5.1 Reviewing 
Municipal Fleet 
Services 

• The Town will 
investigate new 
technology for 
vehicle fuel 
efficiency and 
zero or low 
emission fuels 

• Implement an anti-
idling program to 
reduce emissions from 
municipal fleet vehicles 

2007-2010 

 
• Providing public 

transportation in the 
form of a Handi-Bus 

 

Completed/ 
Ongoing 

5.2 Reviewing 
Public 
Transportation 

• Providing public 
transportation that 
is 
environmentally 
sustainable • Setting improved 

standards for taxi and 
private hire vehicle 
licensed to operate in 
the Town by 2010 

2010-2015 
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• Providing public 
transportation in the 
form of buses 
throughout the 
community 

2008-2010 

• Regional 
Cooperation: 

Working with Spruce 
Grove, Parkland County, 
and the City of 
Edmonton to provide 
regional transportation 

2008-2010 

 
• To be included in 

Downtown 
Redevelopment Plan  

• To be included in Trail 
Master Plan 

• To be included in 
Transportation Plan 

Ongoing 5.3 Providing a 
Pedestrian 
Friendly 
Environment 

• Maintaining trail 
systems, 
sidewalks, and 
parks, residents 
will be encourage 
to be less car 
dependant 

• Ensure adequate 
lighting for walkways, 
and analyze current 
lighting situation  

2007-2010 
Ongoing 

 
5.4 Provide 
Adequate 
Parking for 
Vehicles 

• The Town will 
ensure that there 
is a diversity of 
parking available 
behind homes, 
underground, and 
by other means  

• To be included in 
Downtown 
Redevelopment Plan  

• To be included in Trail 
Master Plan 

• To be included in 
Transportation Plan 

Ongoing 

 
• Promote education on 

alternative 
transportation 

2007-2008 

• Promote carpooling Ongoing 
• Promote 

walking/cycling 
Ongoing 

5.5 Promoting 
Alternative 
Transportation 
Among Town 
Staff and 
Council 

• Promoting 
exercise and 
lessened 
dependency on 
vehicles 

• Recognition of Staff for 
participation 

Ongoing 
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Key Theme 6: Water 
 
In Alberta, our quality of life is directly connected to the good, clean water we enjoy 
every day, yet droughts, agricultural and industrial growth have placed even greater 
pressure on our water supply21. 
 
This precious resource can be sustained through many endeavors by the Town. 
 
The Target areas for Key Theme 6 include: 
 
6.1  Ensure Proper Monitoring of Water Supply 
 
The Town of Stony Plain currently operates a SCADA system which has central and 
monitoring control of the water distribution system; the sewage pumping station; the two 
reservoir pump houses; sanitary, storm, and groundwater; and lift stations.  Central 
display and alarm monitoring is provided at the Public Works location.  This system 
provides data from various locations including flows, pressure, and operating pumps, as 
well as allows for remote changes such as starting or stopping pumps from the main 
control terminal in response to alarms. 
 
The Town also utilizes its large supply of underground water, as opposed to potable 
water, for Golf Course irrigation, as per the Alberta Environment license.  Further 
beneficial use of this water will continue to be investigated. 
 
6.2  Comply with Government of Alberta’s Water for Life Strategy 
 
The Government of Alberta created Water for Life: Alberta’s Strategy for Sustainability.  
Encompassed in this strategy are specific strategies and actions to address the province’s 
water issues that include 
forming the Alberta Water 
Council, Developing 
Watershed Planning and 
Advisory Councils in the 
Oldman, North 
Saskatchewan, and Bow; 
and enhancing water 
monitoring programs, reviewing water storage sites, examining protocols to reduce the 
amount of fresh water used in oilfield injection, and developing the Alberta Water 
Information Centre and water use reporting system22.  The Town will comply with these 
strategies laid out, and work with the Province of Alberta to sustain water supplies. 
 
 

                                                 
21 “Water for Life” Alberta Environment.  Government of Alberta.  Edmonton, Alberta. No. 1/964.  2006. 
22 Water for Life” Alberta Environment.  Government of Alberta.  Edmonton, Alberta. 2006. < 
http://www.waterforlife.gov.ab.ca/> 

  31 



6.3  Ensuring Public Support 
 
The Town will also work towards increasing water conservation, as opposed to 
increasing water consumption.  This will be achieved through public information 
publications addressing such issues as: 
 
1 Water in the bathroom; 
2 Water in the yard; 
3 Water in the kitchen; 
4 Water in the laundry room; 
5 Water in the garden; and 
6 Water on the street 
 

 6.4 Incorporating Water Conservation in Developments 

The Town also endeavors to become proactive as opposed to reactive to water 
conservation.  This will mean incorporating a Conservation Measures Bylaw that will 
require all new homes to have water efficient plumbing, specifically low flush toilets not 
exceeding 6 liters per flush.  According the Canadian Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation, a family of three would expect to save approximately 120L per day by 
replacing standard toilets with a 6L model23. 

Taking from such examples as the Town of Cochrane, Stony Plain will also offer its 
residents an incentive to retro-fit old water wasting toilets.  The program will offer a 
rebate when a 13-20 liter toilet is replaced with a dual flush toilet selected from a list of 
eligible toilets.  A list of criteria will need to be met to be eligible for the program: 
  

1. This offer applies only to residential metered customers; 
2. Purchased toilets must be on the eligible toilet list; 
3. Purchased toilets must replace a toilet with a flush volume of 13-20 liters or more; 
4. A picture is required of the old toilet before removal and new toilet after 

installation (no photo required if installed by a plumber); 
5. Supply a receipt of purchase; 
6. Supply a plumbers work order if applicable; and  
7. Complete the Rebate Application Form 

 
 
 

                                                 
23 “About Your House—General Series”  Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation.  ©1996-2006 
CMHC-SCHL.  <http://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/co/renoho/refash/refash_004.cfm> 
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6.5 Low Impact Development (LID) 

The Low Impact Development Centre gives a detailed description of LID initiatives:  

Low Impact Development (LID) is an innovative storm water management 
approach with a basic principle that is modeled after nature.  

Techniques are based on the premise that storm water management should not be 
seen as storm water disposal. Instead of conveying and managing/treating storm 
water in large, costly end-of-pipe facilities located at the bottom of drainage areas, 
LID addresses storm water through small, cost-effective landscape features 
located at the lot level. These landscape features, known as Integrated 
Management Practices (IMPs), are the building blocks of LID.  

Almost all components of the urban environment have the potential to serve as an 
IMP. This includes not only open space, but also rooftops, streetscapes, parking 
lots, sidewalks, and medians. LID is a versatile approach that can be applied 
equally well to new development, urban retrofits, and 
redevelopment/revitalization projects24.  

Many of the LID areas that Stony Plain will improve upon include: 
 

1. Bio-retention areas    2. Infiltration Swales 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. Pervious Paving    4. Green Roofs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
24 “Introduction to Low Impact Development” Low Impact Development Centre, Inc.< http://www.lid-
stormwater.net/intro/background.htm> 
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5. Absorbent Landscapes   6. Rain Gardens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Rain Barrels 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.6 Snow Removal and Road Salts 
 
Road salts are used in Canada as de-icing and anti-icing chemicals for winter road 
maintenance,25 yet the environmental impact of this process is extensive. It is estimated 
that approximately five million tonnes of chloride salts are released into the Canadian 
environment each year26.  
 
Under the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999, the Government of Canada 
published a Code of Practice for the Environmental Management of Road Salts on April 
3, 2004. The Code is designed to help municipalities and other road authorities better 
manage their use of road salts in a way that reduces harm they cause to the environment 
while maintaining road safety27. 
                                                 
25 “Road Salts” Environmental Canada.  2005.   <http://www.ec.gc.ca/nopp/roadsalt/en/index.cfm>   
26 “Risk Management Strategy for Road Salts”  Environment Canada.  2006.  
<http://www.ec.gc.ca/nopp/roadsalt/reports/en/rms.cfm> 
27 “Road Salts” Environmental Canada.  2005.   <http://www.ec.gc.ca/nopp/roadsalt/en/index.cfm> 
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The Government of Canada also produced an assessment that identified the following 
areas of concern regarding the use of road salts28: 

• Surface and groundwater: Road Salt contamination of surface and groundwater 
is a concern in areas of high use on roadways and along major expressways as 
well as near point contamination from salt depots. Many of the civil liability 
claims from property owners against transport authorities are related to 
contamination of well water from salt released into groundwater. 

• Soils Characteristics - Abiotic Effects: Sodium may displace other metals from 
the soil depending on soil conditions, clay content and exchangeable sodium ratio 
(ESR). Areas with highest impact will be where there is a high percentage clay 
content, and high ESR and low precipitation. Hot spots include southern Ontario, 
southern Quebec, and Alberta. 

• Vegetation: Plants can be exposed through the soil, air (salt mists from the road) 
and runoff water. Salt can be taken up by vegetation roots or deposited directly on 
foliage.  In water drainage, salt is easily transported to surface waters such as 
creeks, rivers, lakes or oceans and can affect various populations of aquatic 
species. 

• Sodium ferrocyanide: This chemical is used as an anti-caking agent. In aqueous 
solution when exposed to sun light, it breaks down into cyanide ions. Although 
only present in small amounts, it may be toxic to the aquatic environment. 

Moreover, when snow is removed, the salt remains mixed in with the snow.  Currently, 
the Town of Stony Plain uses basic road salt.  It is necessary that the Town implement a 
Salt Management Plan (SMP) that will also improve upon training for supervisors and 
operators involved with winter road salting activities. 
 
Some aspects that may be included in the SMP include: 
 

1. Training for operators and supervisors for proper procedures; 
2. Provision of new equipment and alternative de-icing material and 

practices; 
3. Review of snow removal and salt use records; 
4. Review of stored salt and sand ; 

 
Benefits of a SMP will be costs savings from reduced salt use; a decrease in the amount 
of chloride released into the environment; and increased awareness of environmental 
preservation.  A case study to follow would be the City of Toronto who implemented 
such a plan in 2001.  The City of Toronto decreased its mean salt use by almost 37 000 
tonnes from 2000/2001 to 2001/2002; the decrease in salt use represented cost saving of 
nearly $1.9 million; and City employees are better trained and equipped to effectively and 
efficiently carry out salt operations.29

                                                 
28 “Risk Management Strategy for Road Salts”  Environment Canada.  2006.  
<http://www.ec.gc.ca/nopp/roadsalt/reports/en/rms.cfm> 
29 “Case Study 4: City of Toronto—Salt use Reductions through Employee Training”.  Environment 
Canada.  2004.  < http://www.ec.gc.ca/nopp/roadsalt/cStudies/en/toronto.cfm> 
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Key Theme 6: Water 
 STRATEGIC ACTIONS 

 
 
Strategic 
Target 

Description Action/Progress Timescale 

• Monitor water 
levels and 
operations   

• The Town has 
implemented the 
SCADA program for 
proper water 
monitoring 

Completed/ 
Ongoing 

6.1 Ensure 
Proper 
Monitoring of 
Water Supply 

• The Town’s current 
dewatering program 
uses the underground 
water for golf course 
irrigation, as opposed 
to potable water 

• The Town will 
continue to investigate 
future sustainable use 
for the underground 
water 

Current/ 
Ongoing 

• Using the water 
from the 
underground 
aquifers 

 
6.2 Comply 
with the 
Government of 
Alberta’s 
Water for Life 
Strategy 

• The Alberta 
Government 
responded to water 
management in the 
province by 
formulating an 
Alberta Water 
Council, Planning 
Councils, 
Monitoring 
Programs, and 
Reporting Protocols 

• Provincial 
Cooperation: 

The Town will comply 
with these guidelines 

Ongoing 

 
6.3 Ensuring 
Public Support 

• The Town will 
work towards 
increased water 
conservation, as 
opposed to 
increased water 
consumption 

• Create an educational 
brochure for the 
public that will 
address such issues as, 
but not limited to 
water in the bathroom, 
yard, garden, kitchen, 
laundry room, street, 
etc. 

2007-2008 
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• The Town will 

implement a Water 
Conservation 
Measures Bylaw that 
will require all new 
homes to have water 
efficient plumbing, 
specifically low flush 
toilets not exceeding 6 
liters per flush. 

2007-2012 6.4 
Incorporating 
Water 
Conservation  
in 
Developments 

• The Town will 
implement 
guidelines for water 
conservation in 
homes and public 
buildings to reduce 
per capita usage 

• The Town will 
provide incentives for 
current businesses and 
residents to reduce 
water consumption 
through a rebate 
program 

2007-2012 

 
2007-2012 • Enhance Bio-retention 

areas 
2007-2012 • Enhance Infiltration 

Swales 
2007-2012 • Enhance Pervious 

Paving 
2007-2012 • Enhance Green Roofs 
2007-2012 • Enhance Absorbent 

Landscapes 
• Enhance Rain 

Gardens consisting of 
low water use plants, 
and soil conditions 
that increase natural 
plant vigor 

2007-2012 

6.5 Low  
Impact 
Development 

• Stony Plain will 
create an inventory 
and enhancement 
program for various 
LID projects and 
will include 
demonstration 
projects 

• Create a Rain Barrel 
Program  

2007-2012 

 
6.6 Snow 
Removal and 
Road Salts 

2007-2012 • The Town will 
investigate 
alternative 
measures during the 
winter. 

• Develop a Salt 
Management Plan  
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Key Theme 7: Procurement 
 
When purchasing goods or services, it is possible to adopt environmental policies that 
encompass purchasing, services delivery options, and contracts to encourage businesses 
to operate green and sustainable procurement policies30. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Target areas for Key Theme 7 will include: 
 
7.1 Procurement Strategy 
 
Stony Plain will be a community that is committed to innovative practices.  A 
Procurement Strategy is essential for providing a unified corporate philosophy regarding 
purchasing, servicing, and contracting goods and services 
 
7.2  Municipal Employee Leadership 
 
Once a Procurement Strategy is in place, Municipal Employees will be responsible for 
becoming leaders in the environmental work practices laid out.  This also includes 
minimizing paper usage, recycling, and the like.  Moreover, Records Management is also 
in the process of becoming electronic.  This move will ultimately reduce paper use. 
 
The Town will also strive to become paperless in any possible endeavor. 
 
7.3 Freecycle Network 

Stony Plain will join the Freecycle Network.  The Freecycle Network™ is made up of 
many individual groups across the globe.  Membership is free, and each local group is 
moderated by a local volunteer.  By becoming a member of the local group, an individual 
is then able to post items no longer wanted, where other members can then view the item 
and offer to receive it.  Everything is free.  This is simply another process to recycling 
that gets community members involved. 

 

                                                 
30 Climate Change Strategy” Woking Borough Council.  Woking Borough Council, Surrey, Engalnd.  
Updated June 2005. 
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Key Theme 7: Procurement 
 STRATEGIC ACTIONS 

 
 

Strategic Target Description Action/Progress Timescale 
7.1 Procurement 
Strategy 

• Stony Plain will 
develop a 
Procurement 
Strategy that will 
be used when 
purchasing goods 
or services. 

• This Strategy will 
seek to encourage 
environmentally 
advantageous 
products and 
services by working 
with providers to 
minimize the 
environmental and 
social impacts 
associated with 
products and 
services 

2007-2010 

 
• Employees will 

carry out 
printing/copying 
practices that will 
minimize paper use 
by using double 
sided paper 
wherever possible 

Current/ 
Ongoing 

7.2 Municipal 
Employee 
Leadership 

• Stony Plain 
Employees will 
become leaders in 
environmental 
work practices 

• Records 
Management will be 
electronic to reduce 
paper use.  The 
Town will attempt to 
become a paperless 
organization. 

Current/ 
Ongoing 

 
7.3 Freecycle 
Network 

2007-2010 • International 
Cooperation: 

• The Town will 
incorporate 
alternative 
recycling 
initiatives 

The Town will join 
the Freecycle 
Network 
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Key Theme 8: Education and Promotion 
 
By creating greater awareness of sustainability 
and environmental stewardship through 
education and publicity, Stony Plain can more 
easily help to bring about the changes the 
community needs to make31. 
 
This strategy itself has set out to make all 
community members ambassadors of 
Environmental Stewardship, thereby 
heightening the ability for individuals to live 
more sustainable lifestyles through education, 
mentoring, and behavior change. 
 
Education on all other Key Themes will be 
essential for their success.  In each previous 
section, education action items have been set up 
with timescales concerning community 
information and recognition. 
 
Target Areas for Key Theme 8 include: 
 
8.1  Enhance Public Education 
 
It is imperative that the action items listed throughout this Strategy concerning Education 
and Promotion are carried out. 
 
Moreover, it is important to produce an easy-to-read version of the Environmental 
Stewardship Strategy and Strategic Actions available to the public. 
 
8.2  Diversify Information Mediums 
 
Accordingly, a wide array of promotion and education can be implemented through many 
forms, such as: 
 

1. Newsletters; 
2. Brochures; 
3. Handouts; 
4. Website;  
5. Mail outs; and 
6. Public Presentations 

 
                                                 
31 Climate Change Strategy” Woking Borough Council.  Woking Borough Council, Surrey, Engalnd.  
Updated June 2005. 
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8.3  Municipal Education 
 
Lastly, it is essential that the Town continue its own education on environmentally 
sustainable projects and programs.  With ever-changing technology, Stony Plain will 
remain knowledgeable and visionary on future endeavors, partnerships, and initiatives. 
 
 
 

Key Theme 8: Education and Promotion 
 STRATEGIC ACTIONS 

 
Strategic Target Description Action/Progress Timescale 
8.1 Implement 
Public Education 

• Stony Plain will 
follow through 
with Public 
Education and 
Information 
initiatives 

• The Town will 
facilitate all of the 
education 
components within 
the Strategic Actions 
for each Key Theme 
of this Strategy 

Ongoing 

 
8.2 Diversity 
Information 
Mediums 

• Stony Plain will 
continually 
inform 
community 
members through 
diverse measures 

Ongoing • The town will use, 
but are not limited 
to: newsletters, 
brochures, handouts, 
websites, mail outs 
and presentations 

 
8.3 Municipal 
Education 

Ongoing • Stony Plain will 
remain visionary, 
proactive, and 
knowledgeable on 
sustainability 
initiatives 

• Through research, 
networking, 
partnerships, and the 
like, the Town will 
endeavor for 
sustainable practices 
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Conclusion 
 
Ultimately, environmental conditions affect us all.  Ignoring this fact will not make the 
problems faced by individuals, communities, or governments cease to exist.  Proactive 
action is vital for a healthy planet and healthy humans. 
 
Moreover, despite the fact that many of the Strategic Actions outlined can be achieved 
within 1-3, 3-5, or 5-15 years, it is important to realize that this strategy is long-term in its 
outlook.  While certain targets and goals can be achieved relatively quickly, they must be 
reviewed on a regular basis in order to accomplish long term outcomes.   
 
Fundamentally, too often the environment is left to bear the costs of economic growth, 
urban sprawl, community development, and societal opulence. As these issues become 
increasingly paramount, individuals, communities, organizations, and institutions must 
begin working together towards sustaining the planet. 
 
Accordingly, while the actions proposed in this strategy and the progress to date are 
intended to benefit Stony Plain’s local environment and the people that live and work 
here, this local action has tremendous and important global implications.   
 
 
 

Together, we can become Ambassadors of Action 
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	The Town of Okotoks has also become a leader in Environmental Stewardship.  It was one of the first municipalities in the world to establish growth targets linked to infrastructure development and environmental carrying capacity when it adopted a Municipal Development Plan in September 1998.   
	Essentially, in 1998, Okotoks determined its carrying capacity (ability to draw water, infuse treated effluent based on provincial regulations) from the Sheep River, to approximately accommodate 30,000 people.  A municipal boundary was set up to make sure that this number would be the town population limit.  The Town also articulated four pillars for a sustainable Okotoks: 
	1. Environmental Stewardship 
	2. Economic Opportunity 
	3. Social Conscience 
	Fiscal Responsibility 

