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Municipal Campaign Finance FAQ  
 

Can I accept campaign contributions before I file my nomination papers? 

No. All individuals are required to be nominated in the municipality they intend to run in prior to 

accepting campaign contributions or incurring campaign expenses. 

Do I need to submit a Campaign Disclosure Statement and Financial Statement (Form 26) even if I 

don’t spend any money or accept contributions? 

Yes. All candidates, regardless of being self-funded or accepting contributions, are required to file a 

disclosure statement (form 26) with the municipality.  

Can I accept a campaign contribution from any person or business? 

Only an individual residing in Alberta may make a contribution to a candidate. 

Corporate and union donations are strictly prohibited during municipal election campaigns.   

Can a person contribute as much as they want to my campaign? 

No. Individual contributions are limited to $5,000 per candidate for municipal candidates. 

Do I need to disclose who I received contributions from? 

Candidates must disclose the names and addresses of donors whose contribution exceed $50. Donations 

less than $50 are reported in the aggregate and do not require names and addresses.  

Can I contribute to my own campaign? 

Yes. Candidates may contribute up to $10,000 of their own funds for the purpose of their campaign. 

Do I need to open a bank account for my campaign funds? 

A candidate, self-funded or not, MUST open a campaign bank account once total contributions to the 

candidate’s campaign exceeds $1,000.  

If a candidate’s contributions do not exceed $1,000, they are not required to open a campaign bank 

account. 

What is considered a campaign expense? 

“Campaign expense” means any expense incurred, or non-monetary contribution received.   

An election expense includes an expense incurred for, or a non-monetary contribution in relation to: 

• the production of advertising or promotional material; 

• the distribution, broadcast or publication of advertising or promotional material in any media or 

by any other means during the election period, including by the use of a capital asset; 
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• the payment of remuneration and expenses to or on behalf of a person for the person’s services 

as a chief financial officer or in any other capacity; 

• the securing of meeting space, or the conduct of election surveys or other surveys or research 

during an election period. 

What can be considered a “campaign contribution”? 

A “contribution” is any money, personal property, real property or service that is provided to or for the 

benefit of a candidate’s election campaign without fair market value compensation from the candidate.   

Services provided for voluntarily, without compensation, are not considered to be contributions.  

Can I spend campaign contributions on anything I choose? 

No. It is the responsibility of the candidate to ensure that money in the campaign account shall only be 

used for the payment of campaign expenses. 

What happens if I show a surplus on my disclosure statement?  

Candidates cannot hold surplus funds greater than $1,000. If your disclosure statement shows a surplus 

greater than $1,000, you have 60 days to donate an amount to a registered charity that results in the 

surplus being less than $1,000. 

If your surplus is less than $1,000, you may choose to retain the funds or donate them to a registered 

charity. 

If you have donated a surplus to a registered charity, you must file an amended disclosure statement 

with your municipality within 30 days of the expiration of the 60 day period. 

What happens if I show a deficit on my disclosure statement? 

Candidates are not permitted to carry a deficit and deficits must be eliminated within 60 days of filing 

campaign disclosure statements.  

You may accept contributions not exceeding $5,000 from an individual, as well as up to $10,000 from 

your own funds, for the purpose of eliminating the deficit. 

You must file an amended disclosure statement within 30 days of the expiration of the 60 day period, 

showing the deficit has been eliminated. 

What happens if someone violates the campaign finance rules? 

Elections Alberta, specifically the Alberta Election Commissioner, has the authority to review and 

investigate violations of campaign finance rules. Complaints may be submitted through mail, email, 

telephone or online. Visit www.elections.ab.ca/investigations/complaints/ for more information.  

http://www.elections.ab.ca/investigations/complaints/

