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Introduction  

Sustainability as it pertains to the natural environment has been engrained in the Town of Stony Plain’s 

planning process for over a decade. In 2007, The Town of Stony Plain created an Environmental 

Stewardship Strategy (ESS) to promote environmental responsibility through the identification of themes 

and initiatives to become a more sustainable community. The ESS was updated in 2011 to build on 

actions in the 2007 plan and continue to steer environmental priorities to make Stony Plain a leader in 

environmental stewardship. These documents, along with the Town’s Municipal Development Plan, are 

used to inform decision-making on land use and development applications. 

Over the summer of 2020, the Town hosted a Sustainability Scholar through the University of Alberta 

to create the Town’s first Environmental Master Plan (EMP) with the goal of establishing a cohesive 

direction for environmental progress. The creation of the EMP was divided into two phases, Phase 1 

occurred over the summer of 2020 and involved an extensive review of literature to prepare a draft 

EMP. Phase 2 began in September 2020 and is currently in progress. Phase 2 involves public participation 

and document modifications to incorporate feedback given by the community. Once completed, this 

project will concurrently renew the ESS as a tool to action and implement recommendations presented 

in the EMP. 

With literature reviews and academic research completed forming the foundation for the plan, it was 

critical to obtain feedback and insight from the community for incorporation into the EMP to ensure it 

was appropriate for Stony Plain.  

This summary report details the public participation strategy and associated techniques used to 

communicate with the community about how they value the health of the environment in Stony Plain, 

while presenting what we heard, and how this input was used to inform and implement the EMP.  

Public Participation Strategy  
Using the Foundations and Techniques of Public Participation (International Association for Public 

Participation [IAP2]), the Town planned a public participation strategy to engage with residents in the 

town to determine how they value the health of the environment in Stony Plain. 

This public participation strategy was split into two parts: Part 1 ran from October 2020 – December 

2020 and Part 2 was scheduled to run from February 2021 – March 2021. 

Part 1 

Part 1 included a public survey available through the Town’s website, a targeted stakeholder workshop 

with Town Council, and internal working group meetings with the project team. This part concluded 

with a summary of the feedback received thus far in the project.  

Part 2 

Part 2 will include a follow-up public survey to confirm what we heard in Part 1 and gather feedback on 

actionable items for the EMP and ESS from continued internal working group meetings. Furthermore, 
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Part 2 includes targeted stakeholder engagement with the business and land development community to 

guide final actionable items. 

Survey Questions, Results & Analysis  
Stony Plain’s Environmental Awareness Survey consisted of nine questions including a mix of value and 

lifestyle questions. This survey was designed to gather feedback on how members of the community 

value the environment in Stony Plain and identify what they deem to be the biggest environmental issues 

and opportunities in the town. 

Administering the survey was the most significant method for collecting feedback related to the health 

of the environment in Stony Plain; in total, we received 65 responses. The complete Environmental 

Awareness survey is included as an attachment to this report (Appendix B. Environmental Awareness in 

Stony Plain). The information below includes the survey questions, the responses received, and analysis 

of the results.  

Question 1. I consider the health of the environment a priority in the town of Stony Plain. 

This was chosen as the introductory survey question to capture how respondents value the health of 

the environment in Stony Plain. Acknowledging that people have different values, priorities, and goals for 

their community, we wanted to ensure all survey participants had an opportunity to contribute to the 

project despite where they place the health of the environment on their value system.  

 

These responses indicate the majority of respondents (41/65) strongly agree that they consider the 

health of the environment a priority in Stony Plain, 15 respondents somewhat agree, four respondents 

neither agree nor disagree, three somewhat disagree, and two strongly disagree.  

Question 2. What does it mean to you to be environmentally friendly?  

Question 2 was asked to determine what comes to mind when respondents hear the term 

“environmentally friendly” to determine of what components of the environmental stewardship 

participants value the most. The top five most used words in the survey responses were recycle, 

natural, waste, reduce, and environmental, and were associated with the following terms/phrases:  

Recycle: reduce, reuse, responsible, efficient.  

Natural: world, areas, habitats, green space, resources, environment, product use. 
Waste: pollution, reduction, eliminate, responsible management. 

Reduce: waste, water consumption, energy consumption, impact on ecosystems, single use plastics. 

Environmental: resources, impact, preservation, programs, friendly decisions, land, innovations in 

sustainability, sensitive lands, friendly products, footprint. 

2 3 4 15 41
I  C O N S I D E R  T H E  H E A L T H  O F  T H E  E N V I R O N M E N T  

A  PR I O R I T Y  I N  T H E  T O W N  O F  S T O N Y  PL A I N :  

Strongly disagree Somewhat disagree Neither agree nor disagree Somewhat agree Strongly agree
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Question 3. In your opinion, which of the following environmental topics have the biggest impact on 

your daily life? Check all that apply: 

Question 3 provided insight on what environmental topics are prevalent in respondents’ daily lives. 

Responses to question 3 show that waste management had the highest number of responses (52), with 

water quantity and quality (46), food production, access, waste, etc. (45), and air quality (43) being the 

next most selected options.  

 

Question 4. Of the topics previously listed, which do you believe is the most significant area of concern 

in Stony Plain, and why?  

Question 4 was intended to be broad, allowing respondents to select one or more areas of concern and 

comment on why they believe them to be the most significant in the town. This question provided 

insight on focus areas for the Town to address in the EMP and ESS.  

Responses show that waste management (22) was identified as the most significant area of concern in 

Stony Plain, with land management, farming, agriculture, etc. (14) and drastic weather events (12) being 

the second and third most significant, respectively.  
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For those respondents who provided specific comments related to their topic selection from Question 

4, the comments are categorized below:  

• Waste management (20). 

• Land management, farming, agriculture, etc. (10). 

• Water quality and quantity (7). 

• Ecosystems, biodiversity, wildlife (6). 

• Food production, access, waste, etc. (3). 

• Energy systems (3). 

• Other (3). 

Waste management (20) 

• It's my opinion that our current waste management system it out of date and too expensive. 

• If the single use plastic ban goes through, I have to assume recycle bags would be on the chopping 

block, so possibly providing proper recycle bins, like the garbage and organic. 

• I believe it is one of the easiest areas to make a productive change for community members. 

• I've noticed that the amount of garbage and oil in the creeks where the muskrats and birds live is not 

good. So many people putting food containers and general garbage.   

• We need better recycling for things like glass.  

Land management, farming, agriculture, etc. (10)  

• So much of our area's excellent farming (crop growing) land has been swallowed up over the decades 

for buildings, homes, businesses, etc. 

• We see the community continue to grow and take over farm lands. Urbanization of rural Alberta is very 

real. 

• I love the natural grass areas for the wildlife. This is important to keep and encourage when developing. 

• We need agriculture and farming to be earth friendly to be sustainable. 

• Farm land and natural lands are an important to our future. Farms to feed us. Natural lands for wildlife 

and clean air. 
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Drastic weather events (7)  

• We're experiencing more heavy rainfall and snow events.  It would be good to have more drainage 

collection areas. 

• The town should review all drainage areas and adjust according to make sure they can handle a 1-30 

rainfall event (or greater). 

• My basement flooded last year because the street drainage system couldn't handle the rain water. 

• Drastic weather has been an ongoing issue.  

• I had my basement flooded three times in the last 6 years. 

Water quality and quantity (7) 

• It is difficult to make a choice but lately (last 2 years) we have had water accumulation and floods, so 

maybe that is a concern for right now. 

• Water quality and quantity is always important. 

• Management of floodways for mitigation of flooding events. 

• I would like an integrated plan to maintain the waterway for flood mitigation while protecting these 

sensitive species.  

• Water and the way its processed and treated with chemicals.  

Ecosystems, biodiversity, wildlife (6)  

• People consistently complain online about coyotes, skunks, foxes, etc. in and near their yards. The town 

has spread into and bulldozed over said wildlife's homes, so where else are they supposed to go? 

• Looking after our ecosystems, biodiversity as they will contribute to clean air and clean water in the 

future.  

• Stony Plain to us is a great little community with a blend of farming, agriculture. Having the biodiversity 

and wildlife in our neighbourhood is fabulous. 

• Maintenance of ecosystems and biodiversity. 

• I love walking through nature and Stony Plain has areas where nature and residential can be together. 

Don't destroy it learn to adapt to it. 

Food production, access, waste, etc. (3)  

• Locally sourcing food and consumer products should also be a priority. 

• Access to locally produced food. 

• Key interest is more local, organic produce -- available year-round. 

Energy systems. (3)  

• Though our environment is currently quite clean, if we continue down the path that we're on there will 

be no way to avoid the pollution of Edmonton encroaching in our municipality.  

• Given what is happening in the overall picture of Alberta (shifting away from Oil and Coal) -- all of 

Alberta's municipalities need to think about what that means for them.  

• Any incentives to help with greener and/or more efficient use of energy would be of great benefit to town 

residents. 
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Other (3)  

• None of them. I am tired of them all.  

• They are all significant! Hopefully the town can keep up with the growth enduring all the above are in 

place. 

• Town needs to focus on education and accessible resources. 

Question 5. Do you participate in environmental initiatives in the community?  

Question 5 was intended to estimate the proportion of residents that participate in environmental 

initiatives in the town to gauge the popularity of future initiatives. Results show that over half of 

respondents (40/65 or 62%) participate in environmental initiatives in the community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conditional questions following question 5: 

5a. If yes, which initiatives do you participate in? 

Question 5a was asked to determine the popularity of existing initiatives in the community. The top five 

responses received were: 

• Recycling program (25) 

• Composting (11) 

• Waste management (5) 

• Arbour Day (4) 

• Planting (3) 

40, 62%

25, 38%

Yes No



 7 

 

 
 

Question 5b. If no, is there anything that would encourage you to participate more?  

Question 5b received a total of 24 responses (this question was optional and therefore not answered by 

all survey respondents). Of respondents who indicated they do not participate in environmental 

initiatives in the town, received comments are categorized into the following groups: 

• No/Uncertain (6). 

• Advertising, Education, or Communication (8). 

• Other (10). 
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Due to the length and number of comments received in certain categories, three examples from each 

category were randomly selected and summarized to present an idea of the topics and ideas that were 

mentioned.  

 

No/Uncertain (6) 

• Absolutely nothing. 

• I’m not sure what is considered an “environmental initiative” in the context of this survey. 

• Not at this time. 

Advertising/Education/Communications (8)  

• Knowing what is offered. 

• More news, public knowledge about when opportunities are available. 

• To have a resource to find out how and where to be more involved.  

Other (10)  

• It’s a joke to use the green ideas to take things away and make us pay more taxes. 

• Bigger spaces for more social distancing. 

• Unless the problem affects me now or in the future, I don’t see myself participating in an organized 

attempt to “save the environment”. 
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Question 6. Are there any environmental initiatives you would like to see take place in Stony Plain?  

Question 6 helped us determine demand for new initiatives to be adopted. Results show that 48 

respondents (74%) have ideas for environmental initiatives they would like to see in Stony Plain. 

 

Question 6a. If so, please describe the initiatives you would like to see: 

Question 6a was asked to determine potential initiatives residents would like the Town to pursue to 

inform potential future initiatives. Of respondents who selected that they have ideas for environmental 

initiatives they would like to see in the town, responses are categorized into the following groups:  

• Waste/Recycling (33). 

• Natural Environment (13). 

• Built Environment (13). 

• Education, Programs, or Events (10). 

• General (6). 

• Water (5). 

• Energy (4). 

• Economic Development (2). 

48, 74%

17, 26%

Yes No
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Due to the length and number of comments received in certain categories, five examples from each 

category were randomly selected and summarized to present an idea of the topics and ideas that were 

mentioned. 

 

Waste/recycling (33) 

• We should be recycling glass and Styrofoam like Sherwood Park and selling them after collection. 

• More ease of access to the Transfer Station for Stony Plain residents. We already pay a substantial 

fee for garbage pick-up and have to pay again when we need to take something to the Transfer 

Station.  

• Glass recycling and more plastics recycling. 

• Even more waste management, especially in recycling. 

• Please provide garbage pick-up service every single week. 

Natural environment (13) 

• Weed management. 

• Require developers to set aside at least 10% of every development for greenspace, marshland 

preservation, and forest preservation. 

• Preserve land for wildlife; land that cannot be developed in any way other than recreational paths. 

• Looking after green areas properly. 

• I would like to see a green space where every year we cut down a spruce tree for the yearly Christmas 

Tree Light Up, a new seedling is planted in hopes that it will be harvested in the future to continue the 

tradition.  

Built environment (13) 

• Change beekeeping bylaw. 

• Improved crosswalks and sidewalks for those who walk to work/for groceries. 

• Encourage vegetable gardens for public use in each new development (Griesbach, Edmonton for 

example). 

• Keep expanding public transit. 
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• Bike path to Spruce Grove. 

Education/programs/events (10) 

• More public education on what items can be recycled or put in organics, and the impact not using such 

programs has. Public education on where items placed in the garbage, recycle, and organics actually end 

up. 

• Composting program. 

• Increase information on what can be recycled and diverted from trash cans. 

• I would like to see participation in community science programs (Christmas Bird Count). 

• Education around impact of common activities. Trying to reach new demographics with information as 

our website provides good information but will only be accessed by those who identify a potential issue. 

General (6) 

• Keep good initiatives already underway. 

• More street sweeping and cleaning. 

• Fine polluters – industry and vehicles that are not properly maintained. 

• To become more self-reliant on practices within the community. 

• Use eco-friendly products in all town facilities. 

Water (5) 

• Water protection. 

• Better rainwater handling. 

• Stormwater management and protection. 

• Flood mitigation. 

• Recycle rainwater in the Town. 

Energy (4) 

• Solar panels for collection to offset cost of facilities and potentially add to the grid. 

• Developing/encouraging companies that provide sustainable energy jobs to wean our employment base 

off non-renewable resources. 

• Electric car charging stations. 

• More solar lighting and incentives for alternative energy for residents.  

Economic development (2) 

• Develop and encourage businesses to start up here so we don't 'have' to shop in the city. The Town is 

responsible to attract, facilitate and keep small businesses and keep their taxes down. 

• Require builders to build eco-friendly homes, apartments, etc. 

Question 7. What can the Town of Stony Plain do to help you reduce your impact on the environment?  

This was a conditional question for respondents who selected that they have ideas for environmental 

initiatives they would like to see in the town to determine how the Town can support residents to 

become more environmentally conscious. Responses are categorized into the following groups:  
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• Waste/Recycling (27). 

• General (11). 

• Natural Environment (5). 

• Built Environment (4). 

• Education, Programs, or Events (4). 

• Energy (2). 

• Economic Development (2). 

• Food (1).  

 

Due to the length and number of comments received in certain categories, three examples from each 

category were randomly selected and summarized to present an idea of the topics and ideas that were 

mentioned.  

 

Waste/recycling (27)  

• Keep the Eco-Station open longer with the E-Waste Sea cans, as it feels as if they are not open for the 

public to drop off electronic waste.  

•  Offer better options for recycling. The City of St. Albert for example, can take their Styrofoam and glass 

to their recycling depot. Find out how they are able to do that and give us that opportunity! 

• I am very glad that regular recycle and organics pick up is a thing here. If there is any way to have more 

items accepted to be recycled go even further reduce garbage, that would be cool.  I do realize this is 

may not be in the town's control. 

General (11) 

• Quit spending money. 

• I can’t think of anything else especially considering that recycling has been drastically reduced, but that’s 

not the Town’s issue. 

• Continue to provide residents with opportunities to become involved in initiatives.  

27
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Natural environment (5)  

• Allow more areas for wildlife. There are so many creatures around the downtown and surrounding areas 

and they have nowhere to go. 

• For tree planting, don't focus on mature trees that cost significant monies to plant, focus on planting 

more native trees that are smaller, more likely to survive and less expensive. 

• Encourage xeriscaping gardening in all communities by conserve water program 

Education/programs/events (4)  

• Provide better resources on what can be recycled  

• Educate more and put incentives in place. Fine those not using household bins properly. 

• We're fairly self-aware in regards to global problems with environment. We do our best to lower 

impacts. Provide proper programming and we'll use it, not unlike the recent increase of electronic 

recyclables. 

Built environment (4)  

• Keep growing public transit and walkable communities so there is less need to drive. 

• Improve and extend recreational paths so I have alternative and safe means to get around town other 

than by vehicle.  

• Expanded bus route to include more of town. 

Energy (2)  

• Diversify electrical sources. 

• Rebates to help homeowners install environmentally friendly products such as solar panels, water, and 

power saving water heaters etc. 

Economic Development (2)  

• Continue to support local businesses that reduce the need to leave the community.  

• Encourage and promote businesses that operate with a low environmental impact. 

Food (1) 

• Encourage local food sources, products. 

Question 8. I believe an Environmental Master Plan will help improve the health of the environment in 

the town of Stony Plain:  

This question was asked to understand residents’ perspectives about the effectiveness of the EMP. 

Responses indicate that 25 respondents (38%) strongly agree that an EMP will improve the health of the 

environment in Stony Plain, while 19 (29%) somewhat agree, 13 (20%) neither agree nor disagree, six 

(9%) somewhat disagree, and two (3%) strongly disagree.  
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Question 8b. If not, what additional steps can we take to create positive, environmental change?  

Question 8b was a conditional question intended to provide feedback from those who answered neither 

agree nor disagree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree that an EMP will help improve the health of 

the environment in Stony Plain. It received a total of 13 responses that we categorized into the following 

groups:  

• General (10). 

• Waste/recycling (3).  

 

Due to the length and number of comments received, several examples from each category were 

randomly selected and summarized to present an idea of the topics and ideas that were mentioned.  

 

General (10)  

• Depends on what that the Environmental Master Plan looks like. I would be happy to be part of this 

process. 

• I don't believe governments should focus on "changing the environment", especially in a global pandemic. 

• In my opinion, master plans tend to eat up lots of money and time. Just expand and 'fine tune' the 

initiatives that are already in place.  

• Keep up the green areas we have. Maybe include some more. 

• A plan won’t make people more responsible or care more. It will just cost money. 
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Waste/recycling (3)  

• Create easier access for recycling and disposal of large items and provide more information about how 

and when to access these services, and associated costs.  

• Have larger fines for littering.  

• Pick up the garbage every week. 

Question 9. Do you have any additional comments, questions or concerns about the health of the 

environment in Stony Plain? 

Question 9 allowed participants to express additional feedback that they did not have an opportunity to 

share elsewhere in the survey. It received a total of 24 responses (this question was optional and 

therefore not answered by all survey respondents), which were categorized into the following groups: 

• Supporting the health of the environment in Stony Plain (10). 

• General (8). 

• Built environment (6). 

• Waste (4). 

• Air quality (1). 

• Energy (1). 

 
Due to the length and number of comments received in certain categories, several examples from each 

category were randomly selected and summarized to present an idea of the topics and ideas that were 

mentioned.  

 

Supporting the health of the environment in Stony Plain (10) 

• I feel that Stony Plain is doing a good job with environmental issues. 

• I love that it's an item the Town is addressing. 

• I believe Stony has done a great job with its WOW program and water collection and I think we have a 

great community that would support more environmental initiatives. 
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• I would suggest that now is not the time to be cautious or reserved. It's time to be bold and forward 

looking. Let's try to recover our position as leaders in caring for our home! 

• This is an essential aspect of the ability of Stony Plain to thrive into the future. 

General (8)  

• I picked Stony Plain for the ability to see stars from the comfort of my own home. I hope that it can stay 

that way, and to continually improve the environment for the better. 

• I don't consider alternative power sources a way to save the environment. 

• The municipality needs to consider the environment (air, water, land, plants, animals) in every decision. 

Being cheap now means paying for it later. 

• Focus on minor improvements that can be widespread. 

• Dog-owners who do not clean up and people who burn non-suitable material should be fined. Bylaws 

only help if they are enforced.  

Built environment (6)  

• I would like to see the Town continue to work with the Provincial Regulators to complete 

remediation/reclamation activities on vacant/abandoned lots.  

• Sidewalks need replacing. Walking needs to be safe.  

• The land where the development was torn down should be returned to a more natural state to 

rehabilitate that area. 

• We really have to get public transit so there is less use of cars.  

• Replacing non-operational street light bulbs. 

Waste (4)  

• We should try to reuse and refuse. We recycle. This is more difficult now in supermarkets with Covid. 

• Pick up the garbage every week.   

• In my opinion, there are too few garbage cans in Stony, which gives more trash on streets and parks. 

Air Quality (1)  

• Too much exhaust in the air from vehicles.  

Energy (1)  

• Encouraging alternate energy light industry to call Stony Plain home. Imagine if we could be the artistic 

capital of Alberta as well as a hub of alternate energy innovation? That sounds like a great place to live! 

There were other comments received that fell outside of the categories mentioned above. These items 

included questions about the project or service (included in Appendix C) or comments that the 

respondent had nothing more to add.  

Summary of Council Workshop 
Stony Plain Town Council was engaged to provide their perspectives and knowledge on the topic of the 

health of the environment in Stony Plain. The workshop included a project update, an overview of the 

public participation process and techniques, and a facilitated discussion around several targeted 
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questions. Responses and general discussion in response to the workshop questions are presented and 

summarized below:  

Question 1. What does it mean to you to be environmentally friendly?  

Accuracy of information 

• Understanding processes and impacts of actions and decisions. 

• Education on information and different viewpoints. 

• Facts vs. counter facts; the need to understand different perspectives. 

• Fact over fiction and how to determine what that is.  

• Education on different facets of environmental sustainability. 

“What can I do?”  

• Sustainability and self reliance – providing for yourself. 

• Be conscious, aware, and mindful. 

• Reuse and recycle. 

• Incorporate environmental activities in daily life. 

• Consider where food comes from and how it is produced. 

• Reducing – consider the impact of purchases. 

• Care for and value of all living things. 

• Protect the environment (pesticides, chemicals, etc.). 

“What can we do?” 

• Consider amount and maintenance of greenspace. 

• Environmentally conscious (fleet, existing initiatives, etc.). 

• Consider rationale for decision-making. 

• Consider impacts of land use decisions – “pave paradise to put up a parking lot” 

• Foster interactions and opportunities to be in the natural environment.  

• Effective resource use. 

• Maintain beautiful environments and healthy ecosystems. 

• More “conscious” than it is “friendly”.  

Question 2. What environmental issues do you experience or hear about in the community?  

Recycling/waste 

• More recycling options – garbage reduction (Styrofoam and glass), access to County facility. 

• Frequency of garbage pick-up. 

• Recycling – convenience is a success. 

• Unsightliness of contaminants on private property leading to contamination of surrounding 

areas. 

Land management  

• Weeds maintenance (noxious weeds, spraying vs. not). 

• Spreading and treatment of disease in tree species.  

• Vehicles and how we are using them – frequency and impacts. 
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• Maintenance of natural areas. 

• Frequency of grass cutting. 

• Management of riparian areas. 

• Desire for landscaping alternatives (xeriscaping, permaculture, etc.)  

• Quality and quantity of water, stormwater runoff  

Education and opportunities  

• Turning waste into energy. 

• Urban agriculture – not permitting chickens or bees. 

• Renewable energy. 

• Lack of education and communication on initiatives and opportunities.  

Question 3.  What are some challenges and barriers to environmental progress in Stony Plain? 

• Financial limitations. 

• Attitude, acceptability, willingness, and receptivity to change. 

• Broad issues require priority narrowing. 

• Obtaining community buy-in. 

• Need to gain insight on what the community wants, needs, thinks. 

• Incorporating environmental progress in areas that are already developed and designed with 

existing infrastructure and constraints. 

• The need to be adaptable to rapid change all around us. 

• Education needed to explain the “why”, the outcome of changes and initiatives, and the history 

of changes that have already occurred. 

Question 4. Please identify areas of improvement you think could increase environmental progress in 

our community:  

• Education. 

• Land use and how we promote it. 

• Identifying areas of the town for specific purposes; would certain areas be better used for a 

different purpose?  

• Ensuring leadership and direction reflect community desires. 

• Identify and address things that spread (noxious weeds, invasive species, etc.). 

• Opportunities and education around urban agriculture. 

• Mechanism for residents to report issues in the community, more education. 

• Educate how issues impact people, make things relatable. 

Question 5: Are you aware of initiatives in other municipalities that we could implement in Stony Plain?  

• Weigh scales on garbage trucks. 

• Waste to energy. 

• More education on specific programs and initiatives. 

• Extended producer responsibility. 

• Urban agriculture. 
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Question 6: How can we increase environmental awareness/progress in our community? 

• Virtual Council Tradeshows on specific subjects. 

• Messaging with more visuals to increase understanding of people seeing what the impact on a 

given issue is. 

• Focus on tangible outcomes that the community can see and understand. 

• School programs. 

Summary of Results 

Overall, feedback given by Town Council strongly aligns with the first round of public participation 

results. A predominant theme Council repeatedly stressed in all the five questions was the importance 

of education and public awareness. Council recognizes that the Town must reach a broader audience 

through appropriate messaging and educational opportunities for any environmental initiative to achieve 

its intended goal. This feedback will guide the restructuring of the EMP and renewed ESS to ensure that 

public awareness and participation are key aspects associated with all initiatives proposed.  

Through this workshop, Council suggested numerous initiatives for the Town to pursue. Many of these 

initiatives include waste management, ecosystem/greenspace management, water quality/quantity, and 

urban agriculture. Combined with feedback received from the community, we will craft various 

initiatives that work to improve the Town’s environmental portfolio and minimize its ecological 

footprint. Most importantly, Council pointed out constraints associated with environmental progress in 

Stony Plain. The two major concerns were financial limitations and community reluctance to buy-in. 

Both constraints will be considered while finalizing strategies for the ESS to ensure that the most feasible 

and desirable, yet impactful initiatives are prioritized.  

Results 
Results of these survey findings are intended to present information as analyzed and not to provide a 

recommendation. This is a summary of the first part of the public participation strategy and is yet to incorporate 

feedback from the second part. Findings of the survey are generally qualitative and have therefore been carefully 

analyzed and grouped thematically to illustrate key areas of importance.  

Initial survey results show that most participants have a positive outlook toward the health and 

stewardship of the environment. Approximately 86% of participants strongly or somewhat agreed that 

they consider the health of the environment a priority in Stony Plain. Furthermore, participants had 

diverse understandings of what it means to be environmentally friendly. Overall, recycling, stewardship 

of the natural environment, and the reduction of waste came up as predominant themes. While most 

respondents (67%) strongly or somewhat agree that EMP would be effective in improving the health of 

the environment in Stony Plain, those who disagreed or were neutral gave constructive feedback that 

included economic feasibility among other considerations.  

A predominant theme throughout the survey was waste management. Specifically, 80% of respondents 

listed waste management as a having a large impact on their lives. Other important environmental 

considerations indicated by respondents were water quality/quantity (71%), food 

production/access/waste (69%), and air quality (66%). When respondents were asked to pick the single 

most significant area of concern in Stony Plain, waste management yielded the most responses (34%), 
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followed by land management/farming/agriculture (22%), drastic weather events (18%), 

ecosystems/biodiversity/wildlife (14%), and water quality/quantity (12%).  

Among survey respondents, 62% indicated they participate in community environmental initiatives while 

38% did not. Among those who participate, the recycling and composting programs, waste management, 

and Arbour Day were found to be the most popular. The 25 respondents who indicated they do not 

participate in environmental initiatives provided various reasons for why they have not in the past and 

some proposed solutions for increased participation in the future. Two reoccurring reasons included 

personal choice and the lack of awareness of environmental initiatives in the community. These results 

are echoed in the Council Workshop results, in which Council emphasized the importance of education 

and community acceptance in implementing successful environmental initiatives.  

48 (74%) respondents indicated they had ideas for initiatives that the Town could pursue and 

cumulatively generated 86 suggestions for potential initiatives. Waste/recycling again emerged as a 

dominant consideration followed by the natural environment. Some repeated suggestions were more 

options for recycling and waste disposal, preservation and proper maintenance of greenspaces/natural 

areas, and transportation. The importance of public education reappeared 10 times in the responses for 

future improvements that would support environmental progress. When asked what the Town of Stony 

Plain could do to help respondents become more environmentally friendly, recycling initiatives appeared 

to be the predominant consideration.  

Next Steps  
Findings from the first part of the public participation strategy will be provided for reference in the 

second round of public engagements that will start on February 1 and run until March 1, 2021. Once the 

second part is complete, findings will be added to this report for presentation to Council and will be 

posted for public viewing on the Town website.  

Conclusion  
Overall, the first public participation opportunity allowed us to assess the extent of environmental 

awareness and community support for environmental initiatives in Stony Plain. The second round of 

public participation will serve to validate the results summarized in this preliminary report, allow 

residents and Council to voice any unheard concerns or make additions, and will allow the business and 

land development communities to provide their input as a result of targeted stakeholder engagement.  

Receiving feedback from the community allows Town Administration to make decisions that are serve 

the needs and desires of the community. In the first round of engagement, we heard a diverse range of 

ideas, thoughts, and comments that will be instrumental in implementing future environmental initiatives 

in the town of Stony Plain. We hope that the second round of participation will bring even more diverse 

perspectives to further guide the creation of the Town’s first EMP and renewed ESS.  

We thank all participants who contributed their invaluable time to help Stony Plain become a leader in 

environmental stewardship. 
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Appendices  

Appendix A. Public Participation Schedule  

Engagement Duration Targeted Audience 

Environmental Awareness in 

Stony Plain 

October 16 – November 30, 

2020 

Residents 

Council Workshop November 12, 2020 Stony Plain Town Council 

Internal Working Group November 9, 2020 – April 12, 

2021 

Town Administration 

Environmental Action in Stony 

Plain – Follow-Up 

February 1 – March 1, 2021 Residents & Stony Plain 

Council 

Environmental Action in Stony 

Plain – Stakeholders 

February 1 – March 1, 2021 Business & Land Development 

Communities 
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Appendix B. Environmental Awareness in Stony Plain Survey 

 

Welcome 

 

The practice of sustainability ensures that we meet the needs of today's population without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs. When thinking about the 

environment in Stony Plain, how can we ensure current and future planning initiatives promote and 

preserve the health of the environment for future generations, considering legislative and financial 

factors? If you are passionate about the future of the environment in Stony Plain, we want to hear from 

you! 

I consider the health of the environment a priority in the Town of Stony Plain: *  

o Strongly agree 

o Somewhat agree 

o Neither agree nor disagree 

o Somewhat disagree 

o Strongly disagree 

What does it mean to you to be environmentally friendly? * 

In your opinion, which of the following environmental topics have the biggest impact on 

your daily life? Check all that apply: 

o Air quality 

o Water quality/quantity 

o Land management, farming and agriculture, etc. 

o Food production, access, waste, etc. 

o Drastic weather events (flooding, drought, heavy snowfall, ice storms, etc.) 

o Waste management 

o Ecosystems, biodiversity, wildlife 

o Energy systems 

o Other 

What other environmental topics impact your daily life? 

Of the topics previously listed, which do you believe is the most significant area of concern 

in Stony Plain, and why? * 

Do you participate in environmental initiatives in the community? * 

o Yes 

o No  

If so, which initiatives do you take part in? 

If not, is there anything that would encourage you to participate more? * 
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Are there any environmental initiatives you would like to see take place in Stony Plain? * 

o Yes 

o No  

If so, please describe the type of initiatives you would like to see: 

What can the Town of Stony Plain do to help you reduce your impact on the environment? 

I believe an Environmental Master Plan will help improve environmental health in the 

Town of Stony Plain: * 

o Strongly agree 

o Somewhat agree 

o Neither agree nor disagree 

o Somewhat disagree 

o Strongly disagree 

If not, what additional steps can we take to create positive, environmental change? 

Do you have any additional comments, questions or concerns about the health of the 

environment in Stony Plain? 

Thank You 

Thank you for your interest in improving the health of the environment in Stony Plain. Please check the 

Your Opinion Counts webpage in spring 2021 to see how your feedback was incorporated into the 

Environmental Master Plan! 

This personal information is being collected for the Town of Stony Plain under the authority of Section 33c of the Freedom of Information and Protection of 

Privacy (FOIP) Act and will be used to collect information regarding the health of the environment in Stony Plain. The personal information provided will be 

protected in accordance with Part 2 of the Act. If you have any questions regarding the collection, use and disclosure of personal information, please contact 

the FOIP Coordinator at 780-963-2151. 
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 Appendix C. Questions Received on the Survey 

Survey respondents were given the opportunity to ask questions in the survey. Questions also occurred 

throughout the survey. Questions relevant to the environmental action/awareness in Stony Plain are 

addressed below.  

Too much exhaust in the air from vehicles. An anti idling bylaw might help. Is there one already? 

There is no existing bylaw for the town outside of Town-operated vehicles. An anti-idling bylaw is a 

possibility, but enforcement remains a challenge.  

Why can't we use blue bins like green bins? 

Blue recycling bins are not used for multiple reasons, including collector safety, quality degradation, and 

spread of litter. Blue bins create a hazard for collection workers due to the non-concealed nature of 

bins. Secondly, many recyclable materials are sensitive to moisture and dust. For example, rainfall into an 

open bin can dampen paper making them unsuitable for recycling and dust can make plastics dirty 

making the recycling process inefficient. This is not the case for compostable items as the ultimate 

purpose of organics collection is decomposition. Lastly, recyclable items such as paper and single-use 

plastics are light and can be blown away on windy days leading to the problem of litter flying around 

neighbourhoods on collection day. Recently, the City of Edmonton also announced that collectors will 

no longer pick up recyclables up from blue bins due to the reasons mentioned above. 

(https://www.edmonton.ca/programs_services/garbage_waste/garbage-collection-blue-bag-recycling.aspx) 

What is being done to ensure the quality of our water? Personally we use a complex filtration system to ensure 

that as many toxins are taken out of the our water as possible. 

The Town of Stony Plain receives its water from the City of Edmonton. Please visit these websites for 

more information from EPCOR: https://www.epcor.com/products-services/water/water-

quality/Pages/water-wastewater-treatment.aspx  

https://www.epcor.com/products-services/water/Documents/edmonton-water-treatment-process.pdf  

What environmental initiatives could take place in town? 

There are several possibilities for environmental initiatives in the town. Some existing initiatives are the 

recycling/composting programs, Arbour Day, annual Shred-It event, annual treasure hunt, and the 

Recycle Coach App. Future initiatives will be planned based on financial resources, impact, and 

community interest.  

Are there possibilities to encourage people to use environmentally-friendly alternatives? Can they be advertised? 

Yes. Increased education and community outreach are critical and will be explored through the 

recommendations in the Environmental Stewardship Strategy.  

We have also seen a lot of drastic weather over the last few years in our community and how can we manage 

that?         

As a community, we must take a holistic approach to understand and respond to the impacts of climate 

change on our infrastructure, residents, businesses, and environment. Municipal documents such as the 

Municipal Development Plan and Stormwater Management Master Plan have aimed to take an adaptive 

approach to make our community more resilient to future extreme weather events.  

https://www.edmonton.ca/programs_services/garbage_waste/garbage-collection-blue-bag-recycling.aspx
https://www.epcor.com/products-services/water/water-quality/Pages/water-wastewater-treatment.aspx
https://www.epcor.com/products-services/water/water-quality/Pages/water-wastewater-treatment.aspx
https://www.epcor.com/products-services/water/Documents/edmonton-water-treatment-process.pdf
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Could some of the cannabis greenhouses be large organic food producers instead of cannibis, especially if some 

of them become unsuccessful in competing for the cannabis market? 

Potentially, depending on circumstances of the individual. If an individual is inclined to become a 

greenhouse producer, they are welcome to do so provided they obtain a business license, abide by the 

Town’s Land Use Bylaw, and obtain necessary permits from the Town.  

Could we tap onto the exhaust of numerous large industry engines channeling the exhaust into a heat exchanger 

and then sending hot piped water  into a greenhouse operation with fans to distribute the heat before returning 

the piped water back to the exchanger to be reheated? 

District energy (also known as community energy) is a process by which heat sourced from a single 

location is brought to multiple buildings using insulated piping. Strathcona County has explored and 

implemented district energy to provide heat and hot water to a number of buildings 

(https://www.strathcona.ca/agriculture-environment/environment-and-conservation/environmental-

initiatives/community-energy/) and the University of Alberta campus also operates on a district energy 

system (https://www.ualberta.ca/vice-president-facilities-operations/projects/our-district-energy-

system.html). Industrial heat channels are a potential source of district energy that could theoretically be 

used to heat greenhouses. Technology makes it possible, but there are challenges with practicality when 

trying to incorporate this technology in Stony Plain. 

 

https://www.strathcona.ca/agriculture-environment/environment-and-conservation/environmental-initiatives/community-energy/
https://www.strathcona.ca/agriculture-environment/environment-and-conservation/environmental-initiatives/community-energy/
https://www.ualberta.ca/vice-president-facilities-operations/projects/our-district-energy-system.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/vice-president-facilities-operations/projects/our-district-energy-system.html

